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INT. THE NYUCK THEATER - DRESSING ROOM: AFTERNOON.1

Christine is on the phone with her agent Abdus O’Malley.

CHRISTINE is a forty-year old actress who has accepted the 
harsh truth that she’ll probably never make it big.  She is 
intelligent, calm and determined.

ABDUS O’MALLEY is middle-aged, and his shabby appearance 
speaks to his lack of successful clients.  He is pushy, rude 
and opportunistic.

In split-screen, Abdus holds the phone to his ear as he clips 
his toenails.

ABDUS

(On the phone)

Listen, sugar tits, until Steve 
Guttenberg decides to make “Cocoon 
3”, you’re too old to send out on 
auditions.

CHRISTINE

(On the phone)

Somebody must need a cougar.

ABDUS

(On the phone)

You’re closer to a saber-toothed 
tiger.  Listen, I have to go.  
You’re low priority, and I’ve got 
Mr. Whiskers from that Meow Mix 
commercial in the waiting room.

CHRISTINE

(On the phone)

Abdus, we’ve been over this.  I’ll 
do anything for an audition except 
let your grandfather finger me 
again.
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ABDUS

(On the phone)

If your improv group doesn’t get 
hired to be the new house team at 
the NYUCK, I’m dropping you.

CHRISTINE

(On the phone)

Fine.  Your grandfather can finger 
me.  But you can’t watch this time.

Abdus abruptly hangs up, and Christine frowns as she stares 
at her cell phone.  THE CAMERA PANS OUT to reveal Dan sitting 
beside her.

DAN is in his late twenties, is very overweight and yet is 
attractive.  He is hopelessly in love with Christine.  He is 
also naive, overly trusting and well-intentioned.

Dan crunches potato chips loudly and stares intently at 
Christine.

DAN
Don’t give up on your dreams.  What 
about that guy at our last show who 
gave you his card?

CHRISTINE
I’m not refereeing ironic 
cockfights in Greenpoint.

DAN
Didn’t Kate tell you that if you 
got new headshots, you’d probably 
get more auditions?

CUT TO: Christine’s headshot, in which her hair is styled 
into a perm from the ‘80s, she’s wearing a shirt with massive 
shoulder pads, she has a patch over one eye and she has a 
giant clock around her neck as she throws gang signs and 
opens her mouth in mock defiance.

CUT TO: Christine nods in agreement, as Kate enters.
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KATE is in her mid-thirties, and is the den mother of the 
improv team. She is eternally patient, effortlessly wise and 
modestly pragmatic.

Kate smiles warmly at Dan and Christine.

KATE
Dan.  Christine.  Why don’t we warm 
up while we’re waiting for Phil and 
Iggy?

DAN
Whatever you say, Kate.

Dan and Christine get up, and eagerly follow Kate.

INT. THE NYUCK THEATER - MAIN STAGE: AT THE SAME TIME.2

The house manager Brad is checking the lights, while his 
assistant Meghan looks over that night’s schedule on a huge 
dry erase board.

BRAD is in his mid-thirties, and has devoted his life to 
running the NYUCK Theater.  He is no-nonsense, decisive and 
goes to great lengths to keep his distance from the 
improvisers he oversees while at the same time encouraging 
them.

MEGHAN is in her mid-twenties, and is obsessed with comedy.  
She is enthusiastic, professional and opinionated.

The name of the team scheduled for Fridays at 9:00 p.m., the 
Grim Peeper, is crossed out.  There is no team written in at 
8:00 p.m.

BRAD
We need a group for Friday at 
eight.  Go call that all-female 
white supremacist team.
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MEGHAN
You mean “Mary KKK”?  I’ve never 
understood what a bunch of rednecks 
are doing in New York, anyway.

BRAD
They’re just trying to get by while 
avoiding the blacks and the Jews.

Meghan mock salutes, and heads for the office as Matt enters.

MATT is in his late thirties, and is an absentee father.  He 
is an unrepentant sexual deviant who overestimates his own 

cunning.

Meghan tries to hide her distaste as Matt approaches her.

MATT
Hey, Meghan, last night I jerked 
off into my building’s drier.  I 
almost ran out of quarters.

MEGHAN
Ew.  Were you thinking of me?

MATT
No.

Meghan appears horrified, and runs out.  Matt walks over to 
Brad, who doesn’t look up from what he’s doing.

BRAD
Matt.  I recognized your signature 
scent of semen and fabric softener.

MATT
I picked that up as a kid during 
“Bring Your Child to Work Day.”

BRAD
What the hell did your parents do?
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MATT
Who said anything about my parents?

BRAD
Matt, I’ve got to go.

MATT
Brad, my team still hasn’t gotten 
over losing the Friday at nine 
timeslot.

BRAD
I like you guys, but you were 

playing to empty theaters.  The New 
York Times called the Grim Peeper 
“the Dick Cheney of comedy.”

MATT
Give us another chance.  If I can’t 
pay my rent, I’m going to have to 
move back in with my wife and kids.

Brad frowns as he looks at Matt.

INT. THE NYUCK THEATER - MEN’S ROOM: THE EXACT SAME TIME.3

Phil goes into the men’s room, and comes upon his teammate 
Iggy, who is flushed as he leans over one of the sinks.

PHIL is in his mid-thirties, and is the leader of the improv 
team.  He is snarky, overbearing and convinced he knows 
what’s best for everybody.

IGGY is in his late thirties, and is an aspiring comedian 
from New Zealand. He is the self-proclaimed talent of the 
group, and his delusions of grandeur are matched only by his 
complete lack of comedic ability.

A mostly empty bottle of liquor stands nearby. As the door 
opens, Iggy turns to Phil and looks at him with crazed eyes.
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PHIL
Iggy.  You’re drunk.  Maybe you 
won’t suck at the audition.

IGGY
Phil, you’re just jealous.  
Everything I do is awesome and 
should be praised.

PHIL
We have an audition in ten minutes.  
Why don’t we discuss your position 
as weakest link afterwards?

IGGY
If I’m the weakest link, you’re the 
biggest loser.  As of this moment, 
I declare myself team captain.

PHIL
Even if an anvil fell out of the 
sky and killed me, the team would 
disband before they’d follow you.  
We call you “subway” behind your 
back.

IGGY
Because I’m completely unreliable, 
and you always want to wash your 
hands after you touch me?

PHIL
No, we call you that because 
everything you do is low quality.  
And you smell like tuna.

Phil grabs the bottle, and empties it into the sink.

PHIL (CONT’D)
You’re in no condition to 
improvise.  I’m tired of always 
doing scenes about the world’s 
greatest sandwich maker, anyway.
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IGGY
But I’m really good at that scene 
work.  And it’s an analogy for 
life.

Iggy tries to grab the bottle from Phil, who holds it behind 
his back and then shifts into the style of old-fashioned 
fisticuffs.  Iggy gets into the stance of a karate crane 
kick, but slips and falls into the bathroom stall. Phil 
walks over, and stands above him.

PHIL
In our last show, all you did was 

stack meat and bread for thirty 
minutes.  And you wouldn’t talk 
about anything but cheese.

IGGY
Cheese is an analogy for life.

PHIL
You’re off the team.  And stop 
borrowing my unicycle.

IGGY
That bike with only one wheel?  It 
reminds me of your Mom.

Phil doesn’t react as he stands over his fallen teammate.

IGGY (CONT’D)
It’s black and covered in grease.

Phil looks quizzically at Iggy.

IGGY (CONT’D)
Cold to the touch, and hard to 
climb onto.

Phil relaxes his posture, and sighs.

IGGY (CONT’D)
And I came on it last night.
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Phil grabs Iggy and drags him to the toilet, and places his 
face into the water before flushing it.

PHIL
This is what I mean.  You’re not 
funny.  It took you three tries to 
insult me.

Iggy tries to remove his face from the moving water, but he’s 
trapped.  Phil releases Iggy, who gasps for air as he 
extracts his face from the toilet and sits beside the bowl.  
Phil looks at Iggy, and then at his hands, and quickly rinses 
them off and dries them on a paper towel.  As he opens the 

door and storms out of the bathroom, he bumps into Matt, who 
spills his beer on himself.

PHIL (CONT’D)
Next time, drink something that 
doesn’t stain.

Phil exits the bathroom, leaving a stunned Matt to alternate 
between looking at his ruined shirt and the departing man.

MATT
You’re lucky I like the smell of 
bleach.

Matt looks down, and notices Iggy sitting beside the toilet, 
his face and hair totally wet and disheveled.

IGGY

(Calling out to the departed Phil)

Good luck at the audition without 
the talent. In case you don’t get 
it, I’m the talent.

MATT
Are you guys on one of the teams 
auditioning to replace the Grim 
Peeper?  Is that guy the captain?
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IGGY

(Nodding)

I was until two minutes ago. I 
just got thrown off of Himalayan 
Cats with AK-47s and Eating 
Disorders.  Are you on the Grim 
Peeper?  We should talk.  I think 
we can help each other.

Matt smiles as he extends his hand to help Iggy up, but looks 
down at the wet man and puts his hand in his pocket instead.

INT. THE NYUCK THEATER - DRESSING ROOM: MOMENTS LATER.4

Phil enters to see Dan staring at himself in the mirror in a 
comically anxious way, while Christine and Kate prepare for 
the upcoming audition by putting on makeup.

PHIL
Good news, everybody!  I finally 
kicked Iggy off the team.

DAN
That’s going to be awkward, seeing 
as I married him just so he could 
stay in the country.

PHIL
You should’ve looked into the fact 
that gay marriages aren’t eligible 
for green cards.  You’re not even 
gay.

DAN
I always thought of him as a sad, 
little alcoholic talentless puppy.
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CHRISTINE
If I had to do one more scene about 
a five-dollar footlong, I was going 
to take a real breadknife to his 
actual meat. But what are we going 
to do about the audition?

DAN
That’s 25% more stage time for you.

Christine brightens, and returns to putting on her makeup as 
Kate shrugs and Phil approaches Dan.

PHIL
What’s up, Dan?  Ready for the big 
audition?

DAN
There’s only one open slot for a 
new house team.  There’s pressure.

PHIL
We studied here.  I can’t speak for 
you, but in my case the training 
has paid off. (Noticing Dan 

glancing at Christine) I’ll be 

more repulsed than I am after 
watching you eat Hamburger Helper 
made with sausage if you ask her 
out again.

DAN
I love her so much.  I don’t think 
things would become awkward if I 
pledged my undying devotion to her.

PHIL
Not only would it be sticky between 
you two, but it’ll make it weird 
for the rest of us.  You’d probably 
ruin the team, and destroy 
everyone’s future in the process.
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DAN
When you say “sticky”, do you mean 
like semen?

PHIL
Why can’t you be happy jerking off 
to her Facebook profile picture, 
like you’ve been doing for the past 
two years?

Brad enters the room.

BRAD

Himalayan Cats goes on in five.

DAN
With AK-47s.

BRAD
Right.  With AK-47s.

DAN
And Eating Disorders.

BRAD

(To Phil)

Is he the funny guy on your team?

Brad stares stonily at Dan, and then exits.

PHIL

(To Dan)

Christine just thinks of you as a 
friend.  Her last boyfriend was a 
neurosurgeon with a huge house in 
the Hamptons.  (To the entire team)  

OK, everyone, let’s kick some ass.

The entire team cheers loudly, and begins to run out of the 
room.  Before they exit, Dan pulls Christine aside.
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DAN
Whatever happens with your agent, I 
think you’re incredibly talented.  
And your big break is going to come 
soon, even if it’s not at this 
audition.

CHRISTINE

(Giving Dan a hug)

You’re the sweetest guy ever.

Christine makes a disturbed face, and pulls away from Dan.

CHRISTINE (CONT’D)
Do you have an erection?

DAN
You’re wearing the same shirt you 
have on in your Facebook profile 
picture.

CHRISTINE

(Realizing what Dan means)

You’re disgusting.  And you know, I 
had to delete that comment where 
you said how much hand cream you’ve 
used on that picture.  My Mom told 
me to stay away from you after she 
read it. 

Christine shakes her head at Dan, and then smiles faintly and 
indulgently at him before leaving the room.  Dan grins at 
himself and grabs a sweatshirt, which he wraps around his 
waist to cover his erection before followig her onstage.

INT. THE NYUCK THEATER - STAGE: INSTANTLY AFTERWARDS.5

The team runs on stage as Phil steps forward.  The audience 
is empty except for Brad and Meghan.

Himalayan Cats with AK-47s and Eating Disorders E01   12



PHIL
Hi, we’re Himalayan Cats with AK-
47s and Eating Disorders, and we’re 
about to do some improvisational 
comedy for you!  The material 
you’re about to see hasn’t been 
planned.  We just need a suggestion 
to get us started.

BRAD

(Looking at Dan)

Hot air.

PHIL
I heard “hot air.”  Thanks.

The team forms sidelines and then Dan and Phil walk 
downstage.

The scene alternates between shots of the team improvising, 
and those of the team with the objects, costumes and 
locations they’re pretending to encounter.

Dan assumes the mannerisms of a child and pretends to lick a 
lollipop, as Phil mimes removing a handkerchief from his 
pocket, licking it and wiping Dan’s face.  Dan flinches and 
pulls away from Phil, who grabs his arm.

PHIL (CONT’D)
Hold still.  Your face is a mess.

DAN
No, it’s not.  Stop.

PHIL
If you let me clean your face, I’ll 
buy you whatever you want.

DAN
Ten balloons.

PHIL
I’ll buy you one.
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DAN
A hundred balloons.

PHIL
If you keep it up, you’ll get none.

DAN
Since Dad left, I hate your face.

Dan runs away crying, as Phil stares after him.  On the other 
side of the stage, Kate pretends to be blowing up balloons 
with helium and tying them to a post. Dan approaches Kate, 
who pretends to suck in the helium from one of the balloons.

KATE

(In a fake helium voice)

Why are you crying, little boy?

DAN
Daddy’s right. Mommy’s a frigid 
cunt.

Kate unties a balloon and offers it to Dan.

KATE
Stop crying, little boy.  Have a 
balloon.

Dan accepts the balloon and stops crying for a moment and 
then starts again.

KATE (CONT’D)
What if I gave you more balloons?

Dan nods while he continues to sob.

KATE (CONT’D)
Here’s ten.

Dan stops crying for a moment, but starts again.

KATE (CONT’D)
Take them all.  Just stop crying.
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Kate hands Dan thousands of balloons.

KATE (CONT’D)
There’s five-thousand, four-hundred 
and eighty-three.

Dan stops crying and smiles at Kate, and then starts to float 
away.  As he rises into the atmosphere, he screams in fear.

KATE (CONT’D)
Come back, little boy.  It’s a 
dollar a balloon!

DAN
Help!

Dan holds onto the balloons as he floats higher.

DAN (CONT’D)
Mommy, mommy, help me!

Christine walks onstage, flapping her arms like wings.

DAN (CONT’D)
Hey, bird, help me get down.

CHRISTINE
Why would you want to go back down?  
The breeze up here is amazing.

DAN
I’m scared, and I want to go back 
to my frigid cunt mother.

CHRISTINE
My mother’s a frigid cunt, too.  
She said I was too old to be part 
of the flock.

DAN
I don’t think you’re too old.  

(Checking out Christine) I really 

like your tail.  Marry me.
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CHRISTINE
You don’t want to marry me. Find 
yourself a nice hatchling with a 
lot of years left to lay eggs.

Christine pecks at the balloons and Dan screams as he falls.  
Phil moves to the center of the stage, and catches Dan.

DAN
You’re the best frigid cunt mother 
ever!

Phil kisses Dan on the cheek, and the two hug.

BRAD
OK, guys, I’ve seen enough.

PHIL
Thanks, Brad.  We’ll be backstage.

The members of Himalayan Cats with AK-47s and Eating 
Disorders thank Brad profusely as they head backstage.

INT. THE NYUCK THEATER - DRESSING ROOM: AFTER THE AUDITION.6

The members of the team file back into the dressing room.

KATE
I’m so glad that went well. It 
would’ve been a disaster if Iggy 
was still on the team.

DAN
That’s going to make for some 
awkward pillow talk.

PHIL
You don’t have to sleep with him.

Brad opens the door, and looks at Phil.
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BRAD
Phil, can I talk to you for a sec?

PHIL
Sure, Brad.

The team watches as Phil follows Brad out the door.

INT. THE NYUCK THEATER - HALLWAY: SECONDS LATER.7

Phil begins to eat an apple messily as he and Brad converse.

BRAD
Let me tell you about the Grim 
Peeper, the team you’re replacing.

PHIL
Are there Nazis and ancient 
religious artifacts in this story?

BRAD
Once upon a time, Matt, the team 
captain, was just like you.  
Hungry.  Energetic.  He wanted to 
be on that stage. But he become 
complacent.  And worst of all, he 
stopped being funny.

PHIL
So no Short Round?

BRAD
Congratulations.  You’re the new 
house team on Fridays at nine.  
Your first show’s tomorrow.

PHIL
You know we’re down to four people.

BRAD
I noticed a lack of invisible 
hoagies in your scenes today.
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Brad walks away, leaving a smiling Phil to stare after him.

INT. GRUBBY RESTAURANT - BAR AREA: LATE EVENING.8

At the bar, Dan eats.  His mouth is stained with chicken wing 
sauce as he talks to Christine, while she makes a pyramid out 
of her empty shot glasses.  In front of Dan is a tropical 
drink with a crazy straw in it. An inebriated Phil laughs 
while he tries to take camera phone pictures of his own 
backside, even though he’s still clothed.  Kate finishes 
eating, wipes the corners of her mouth with her napkin, and 
reaches into her purse to hand some money to Christine.

KATE
Here’s $23.71 to cover my meal, 
plus tax and tip. I think our 
audition earlier tonight was very 
humorous.

Christine takes the money from Kate, and the two women hug.

DAN
Mmm, yeah.

CHRISTINE
You’re disgusting.

KATE
Now Daniel, mind your manners.

Kate playfully taps Dan’s shoulder and touches Phil’s back.  
He falls onto the floor, laughing.

CHRISTINE
We’ll put him on the subway.  After 
that, he’s on his own.

Kate smiles and leaves as Dan turns to Christine.

DAN
Do you really think I’m disgusting?
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PHIL
You make me wish Hitler was alive 
and hated fat people.

CHRISTINE

(Ignoring Phil)

You’re my favorite person. You’re 
like ten million gummy bears stuck 
together.

DAN
You’re my favorite person, too.  
The only thing I like better is 
when I order matzoh ball soup at 
the diner, and have them put bacon 
and cheese in it.  For some reason, 
they won’t serve it that way at the 
Carnegie Deli.

CHRISTINE
I don’t even remember the last time 
I had sex with an actual person.  
Last night, my vibrator told me it 
wanted to see other people.

DAN
We should be more than friends.

PHIL

(From the floor)

I’m Dan.  I love you.

Phil makes kissing noises.

CHRISTINE
Kate says you should never 
sleep with your platonic male 
friends.

DAN
Kate says always follow your 
heart, even if it means 
taking a big risk.

CHRISTINE
You know, you’re really cute.
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Christine puts her arms around Dan, and they lock eyes.

INT. LAUNDROMAT - NEAR THE DRYERS: THE EXACT SAME TIME.9

Iggy and Matt converse as they have a couple of beers.  Matt 
stares lustfully at some clothes tumbling around in a dryer.

IGGY
Hey mate, are you listening to me?

MATT
A fluffy towel always makes me 

think of my first time.  It was in 
a sauna. Just me, the hot rocks 
and an even hotter towel.

IGGY
Are we going to team up against the 
Himalayan Cats or not?

MATT
Since I lost that house team slot, 
I can’t afford fabric softener.

IGGY
Just use tennis balls.

MATT
What?

IGGY
Any agitator in the dryer makes 
clothes fluffier and less wrinkled.

MATT
Less wrinkled? I do like my linens 
young and smooth.

IGGY
Is this some sick metaphor for 
young boys or something?

Himalayan Cats with AK-47s and Eating Disorders E01   20



MATT
What the hell are you talking 
about?  I just like smooth, 
unwrinkled clothing I can jizz on.

IGGY
You’re demented.  Now let me tell 
you about my plan.

Iggy leans in close to whisper to Matt, who refuses to take 
his eyes away from the clothes spinning around in the dryer.

INT. CHRISTINE’S APARTMENT - BEDROOM: THE NEXT MORNING.10

Christine wakes up naked and hungover. She looks at her 
bedside table, and is puzzled as she notices the numerous 
empty condom wrappers marked “Extra Small.”  Realizing what 
happened last night, she turns to see Dan beside her as he 
stares at her and holds out a bowl of corn flakes.

DAN
You sleep like an angel.  A 
snoring, squirming, sweaty angel.

Dan holds the bowl out to Christine, who is overcome with the 
urge to vomit.  She races into the bathroom, as Dan watches 
her go.  He begins to eat the Corn Flakes, while she makes 
retching sounds from the bathroom.

INT./EXT. - MONTAGE: SEVERAL HOURS LATER.11

Phil, Dan, Christine and Kate are seen in quadrants of the 
screen as they participate in a group text message. The 
square containing whomever is texting moves to the center, 
while the words of each text appear at the bottom.

CHRISTINE

(Walking briskly)

Running late.  Had to do laundry 
before I could leave.
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DAN

(Sitting at Shake Shack)

Racing over.  Went to Shake Shack 
for a cheeseburger, and had to 
B Y O B .  “Bring Your Own 
Babaganoush.”

CHRISTINE
Your semen tastes like three-week 
old, low-fat onion dip.

DAN
This is a group text.

CHRISTINE
Thought I was texting my sister.

PHIL
Because you’ve tasted her semen?

CHRISTINE
Last night was a one time thing.

DAN
Your body’s like peach gelato 
sculpted into a less quirky Zooey 
Deschanel.

PHIL
YOU GUYS COMING OR WHAT???

DAN
Three times in twelve hours.

KATE
Please be prompt going forward.

The group text message ends as Christine heads into a nearby 
subway station, Dan throws his food into a garbage can and 
gets up, and Phil and Kate begin to warm up.
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INT. THE NYUCK THEATER - MAIN STAGE: FORTY MINUTES LATER.12

Phil, Dan and Kate are finishing up a game of “Red Ball”, in 
which they throw three imaginary different colored balls.  
They each hold up the ball they most recently caught.

KATE
Red ball!

PHIL
Blue ball!

DAN
Blue ball!

PHIL
You fucked up again. You’re 
supposed to have the plaid ball.

DAN
Sorry.  I get distracted by more 
than two balls at once.

PHIL
Blue balls. If not for last night, 
I’d say there was a joke there.

KATE
Let’s take five.  I need coffee.

Kate sighs and heads towards the lobby.  Dan smiles as Phil 
walks over and punches Dan in the arm.  Dan winces.

DAN
What’d you do that for?  I need to 
be in tiptop shape for tonight.

PHIL

(Inspecting Dan’s arm)

Did you write on yourself?

DAN
I got a tattoo of Christine’s name.
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PHIL
But it only says “Ch.”

DAN
I made the guy stop.  It hurt too 
much.

Matt and Christine enter with their arms around each other.  
Phil recognizes Matt and stares at him in surprise, as Dan 
approaches Christine with a pained expression.

DAN (CONT’D)
What are you doing? When I told 

you that I love you, I meant it.

CHRISTINE
We just met this  morning in my 
building’s laundry room after you 
left.  It was weird because he 
wasn’t doing laundry.  And get rid 
of that ridiculous tattoo.

As the new couple exits, Matt looks over his shoulder and 
smiles evilly at Phil, who grits his teeth in anger.  
Christine doesn’t notice their exchange as she and Matt leave 
the room, and Dan appears crestfallen as Phil comforts him.

- The End -
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